
TWO YEARS OF LATIN
By T. H. ROWLAND

ITis not easy to give a satisfactory answer to boys and girls who rightly
want to know why they should embark on the study of Latin if they are

to drop it after two years. The solution seemed to be to make the ques-
tion unnecessary, and so a break was made at Mirfield Grammar School
with the traditional approach to Latin for those pupils who were unable
to pursue the normal '0' level course. Previous policy had been to
follow a parallel course in the two streams for the first two years. A very
real fault in the system was that certain pupils parted with Latin at
the end of their second year with no sense of achievement and with
considerable relief. The challenge to provide a course to meet their
special needs was obvious and needed to be met.

There were a few problems connected with individual children which
had to be resolved. No attempt was made in the first year to grade
the children into the more and less able. At the end of the year Ihad to
ensure that any child I thought capable of doing the full course went into
the' A' stream. Other subjects had to be considered; and it was quite pos-
sible that at the end of the second year a pupil's all-round performance
might justify a transfer to the 'A' form. Such a pupil would then be
involved in the normal Latin course. This particular problem has
largely been solved at my present school by adopting the principle of
sets.

I tried to keep firmly in mind that my main purpose was to teach
Latin, and that in no circumstances was the second year of the two-year
course to be regarded as a soft option. We started Latin with all pupils in
the first form, and for that year all did similar work. I had the founda-
tions for a two-year course; but I must say how much both my pupils
and I are indebted to Mr. W. B. Thompson of Leeds University, who
encouraged me to embark on this venture and gave me invaluable assis-
tance.

Many of us connected with the teaching of Latin find that the time
allotted to us for our subject is all too little for the '0' level requirements.
Much that we would like to teach has to be omitted, although we try to
include those aspects which are part of our everyday life. Here was our
beginning. After a year of formal Latin we began in our second year to
inquire into those things which are at hand and which I have always
found to be of very great interest to pupils.
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We examined what our language owed to Latin. We noted and learned
the use of Latin words and phrases which are in everyday use. We
found out what the various abbreviations stood for, and how to handle
them. We looked at the calendar and discovered something of Roman
chronology. Mottoes and inscriptions came under our survey, and we
learned to compile our own. Accordingly the Latin that we had to learn
necessarily included one of the uses of the subjunctive. Latin in the
Church claimed our attention. This was timed so that towards the end of
the autumn term we committed to memory the Latin version of some of.
the carols which, with the co-operation of my colleague in charge of
Music, were sung at the School Carol Concert. Sources of material were
at hand and unlimited. The daily newspaper provided much. Towns,
regiments, and schools gave us their mottoes. Memorial plaques in
churches and cathedrals were another fruitful source. Some of my more
satisfying moments came when I found pupils who had completed the
course still carefully listing and translating with commendable skill
pieces of Latin they found on their travels. We did not feel restricted to
Latin, and the explanation of the well-known monogram I H S and of the
significance of the early Christian use of the fish symbol provided an
opportunity to introduce a little Greek, even if it was nothing more than
the alphabet. A very useful book was Johnson's Latin Words of Common
English, but I found that once given the lead the pupils themselves
proved both capable and eager to find the material. ( {

Continuing with the theme of the present-day application of Latin we
found it quite natural that we should proceed to unveil some 'of the
mysferies of medical Latin. All new pupils tell me, when I ask them
'Why Latin?', that it is necessary for doctors and lawyers. We learned
some of the art of prescription writing, and we practised it, getting to
know some of the more common abbreviations and the Latin for which
they stood. My colleague in charge of Biology provided us with a draw-
ing of a skeleton which we duplicated and so became familiar with the
names of the bones of the body. He assured me of its practical use to him
in teaching the pupils of the third year. A book from the library of Leeds
University, published in 1658, provided useful extracts, as one section
dealt with Membra Hominis Externa. I mention the date of publication
as I remember the reaction of the pupils when I gave them a selection
from this work, and their delight when they realized they understood
much of what it was saying. They pursued this section eagerly, partly, I
think, because they thought they were being allowed an understanding
of things normally outside the scope of the school course.

I have yet to find a young pupil not interested in mythology, and we
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different forms, which I think is enough to allow some assessment to be
made. With a few exceptions the children involved were the less able
pupils of their year, and the level of attainment was good.

I am not advocating a diluted course; but these boys and girls of
moderate ability encouraged me to hope that two years of Latin could be
profitable and enjoyable and might lead on to other things. I do not
believe that Latin or any other subject can be mastered without effort,
but I do think that our task would be lightened if the pupils could more
readily see the relevance of their goal.
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